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A modern discipline of significant 
breadth, (our Fremantle Mayor has 
a PhD on the subject) the idea of 

sustainable development and its impact on 
housing and community building is playing an 
increasing role in how we live. 

“About time” many would declare but 
what is sustainable development? Preliminary 
readings reveal the answer could not be 
provided adequately in the space of this column 
(or the entire Herald probably) but the United 
Nations’ Brundtland Commission settled on, 
“Sustainable development is development 
that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations 
to meet their own needs.” (United Nations 
General Assembly (1987)

Seemingly an implausible goal on many 
levels least of which is the question of how do we 
know what the needs of the future generations 
will be, but also the challenging inverted notion 
that development is by necessity depleting and 
never sustaining. 

In housing, most would agree that our past 
and current building practices fall well short of 
being sustainable. Modern “Tuscan” houses 
built without eaves in our climate a ghastly 
example of our collective preference of form 
over function, style over sustainable. Only more 
recent times have we witnessed mandatory 

insulation for new dwellings and density 
bonuses for those seeking to redvelop land and 
build more sustainable housing. 

Folk in these parts are probably better than 
many in embracing the sustainability concept 
by installing solar panels, water tanks, grey 
water systems, etc but based on the definition 
given earlier, we remain a fair distance from 
anything truly sustainable. 

However, progress is being made. If you 
have not already done so, have a look at the 
Landcorp development in White Gum Valley 
on the old Kim Beazley school site. As the 
selling agent of the estate, this is not a sales 
pitch. The WGV development is a showcase 
of encouraging sustainable, energy efficient 
building and it all makes perfect sense.

To be serious about embracing true 
sustainablity in future housing development 
will take a paradigmatic shift in the method 
and application of our housing needs including 
an appetite for higher density; a challenge 
hopefully not beyond us.
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